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Wow – we made it to the end of the 2020-2021 school year! The past year has been filled with many challenges, great 
dialogue and feedback, and a successful all in-person ending to school for students. None of this would have been 
possible without the dedication and support from our families, students, teachers, staff, and community. Thank you 
again for always supporting the school-home connection that makes BCS such a special place.  As I have said before, I 
truly believe that the staff and students have grown exponentially in their knowledge of technology and the numerous 
platforms we used to facilitate blended learning over the past year. During the 2021-2022 school year, we will continue 
focusing on technology integration in our classrooms, engage in learning and reflection on issues of race and equity, 
and focus on the social-emotional needs of all learners. 
 
The past couple months have been double duty as we worked hard to bring this academic year to a close while 
preparing for next year. As we know more information about next year, I will be sure to communicate with families in 
my regular updates. Class placement and scheduling information for the 2021-2022 school year is tentatively planned 
to be released in mid-August. At this time, teachers will also be sending home their welcome back letters to students 
and we plan to have all the information updated in PowerSchool.  The supply lists for next year will go home in the 
electronic backpack in late June and also posted on our school webpage.  
 
We are excited to be offering a second year of our BCS Summer Adventures in Learning for all BCS students. Students 
and families will have access to a variety of learning activities throughout the summer. As students participate, they 
will earn raffle tickets for some excellent prizes provided by the PTA. Check out the website BCS Summer Adventures 
in Learning for direct links and more information. If you have any questions, please contact Mrs. Szafran at 
jszafran@boltonct.org.  
 
Congratulations to our 8th grade class who worked very hard during their time here at BCS. Good luck next year in high 
school!  
 
I want to wish you all a happy, safe and enjoyable summer! Please remember to take some time to read with your 
children and to encourage them to read on their own. 
 
 

Yours Truly, 
 

Darryl Giard 

 
 

https://sites.google.com/boltonct.org/bcssummeradventuresinlearning/home
https://sites.google.com/boltonct.org/bcssummeradventuresinlearning/home
mailto:jszafran@boltonct.org


SCHOOL NEWS 
Buster’s Corner 

Buster is so amazed and proud 
of how the BCS community 
kept safe and came together 
over the course of this school 
year.  The challenges that this 
learning community faced 
brought to light new aspects of 
our BARK expectations. 
Everyone worked to persevere 
and make the year a success. 
One of Buster’s favorite 
memories from the year was 
all of the spirit he saw during 
our Color Week event in April.  
Students and staff enjoyed 

showing off their school spirit and engaging in some friendly 
competition as well.  Buster wishes everyone a happy, 
healthy, relaxing, and safe summer vacation! Keep barking!  

TOWN INFORMATION 

Bolton Bulletin: For information on 
what is happening in our town, sign up 
for The Bolton Bulletin. This is a town-
wide email informational blast sent 
through the Town’s website. It is a way 
to stay informed about our community.  
 
Town of Bolton Emergency Notification System: Stay informed 
with the Town of Bolton’s Emergency Notification system. 
Notifications may include items such as road closures, power 
outages, or severe weather updates. Everyone in your household 
is encouraged to sign up with their personal modes of 
communication. To be included in the notification system, click 
here to sign up or visit www.bolton.govoffice.com and click on 
the “subscribe” button on the right hand side of the home page. 
 
If you have any problems or questions, please contact the 
Selectmen’s Office. 

Spring SPORTS SHOUTOUT 

 
Bolton Center School athletes had a good spring sports season 
in spite of a few modifications and some rainy 
weather.  Several students participated by being members of 
the baseball and softball teams.  Way to work hard and have 
fun! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2021 Family Book Club 

The 2021 Family Book Club has officially started and currently 

there are 29 families registered.  For our book club, families are 

reading about and going on hikes found in 50 Great Hikes in 

Connecticut.  They are then able to share their experiences in our 

Google Classroom.  Thank you to all families who have joined and 

shared their reviews, which includes photographs and slides of 

their adventures.  We love learning about the different hikes!  

Family Book Club Information  
 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1S4HrtM-YgSW_AhulWVA1oaJncYpjSguY/view?usp=sharing


Learning around the school and from home 
Preschoolers worked hard this year and showed great resiliency. Mrs. Osborne is so proud of all of their achievements and hard 
work with both in person and remote learning! They are a fun-loving, kind, patient, and hard-working group who is ready for all 
the adventures that await them. Congratulations to the preschoolers who will be moving onto Kindergarten next year. Always 
remember: “We all have different gifts, so we all have different ways of saying to the world who we are.” – Fred Rogers 
 

                                                                                                   

Kindergarteners worked so hard this year! They finished up a unit on about how to be an avid 
reader.  They are continuously using their super reading powers when they read more difficult 
books.  Students also learned about characters and the roles of authors and illustrators in 
nonfiction books.  In writer's workshop, they completed a persuasive unit and learned how to give 
their opinions and reasons supporting them.  The year concluded with their All About Writing unit 
in which students wrote about what they are experts in.  Students were given exciting topics such 
as oceans and dinosaurs to read and write about as they learned, and as a result their skills 
developed and improved daily.  In math, students have a very strong foundation in addition and 
subtraction. They practiced solving and making their own addition and subtraction stories with one 
or more addend missing.  To finish the year, they learned about numbers in the teens and 
measurement.   
 
First graders has a great year! Spring has arrived, and with it came the pride associated with many first grade accomplishments!  
Increased reading ability and stamina have made students eager to use their growing skills as they explore various high-interest 
books.  Students have enjoyed joining the characters in their books on reading adventures, as well as looking for and learning life 
lessons along the way!  Math was another area of excitement and accomplishment.  Students worked extremely hard to compare 
numbers, understand ten more and ten less, and most recently, add two-digit and one-digit numbers.  There are many new 
strategies that the students were excited to use as they stretched their math minds!  First grade students also became strong, 
focused writers!  They wrapped up opinion writing and students were very convincing with not only their opinions, but their 
reasons!  These “almost-second-graders” are indeed hard-working, accomplished students who are proud of their contributions 
to the learning community within their classroom!  They enjoyed winding up this year with their best effort and the celebration 
of friendships and achievements. 
 

Second graders worked very hard this spring. They read series fiction books with partners.  They 
also learned to share their thoughts on Jamboard.  They read biographies and completed a 
biography project. Students also wrote their opinions about books they read, and then shared 
their opinions with their class using Padlet. Students enjoyed writing and reading a variety of 
poems during their Poetry Unit. In math, they worked on three digit addition and subtraction 
with regrouping. In science, they learned about Earth Day, plants, seeds, and erosion. In social 
studies, students learned about comparing and contrasting long ago and now. 
 
Third graders were hard at work researching an animal for 
reading and writing this trimester. They learned how to 
research in reading and then used the information they 
gathered to write a book about their chosen animal.  They 
worked in virtual research clubs to accomplish this goal.  Be 
sure to ask them to look at the book they created. Students 
also learned to find equivalent fractions, compare factions, 
find elapsed time, and use dates to create a line plot. In 
science, they observed plants to see what they need in order 
to grow and they learned that all living organisms grow and 

change over time. For end of the year activities, students had a virtual assembly from the 
science center called crash lab and went on a virtual field trip to Hammonasset.  



 
Fourth graders enjoyed reading and completing a variety of activities surrounding biographies and myths. In 
math, students worked hard on their fraction and decimal unit. Energy has highlighted their science 
explorations. Fourth graders were proud to show off all of their hard work learning about their state during the 
first week in June! To prepare for grade 5, students should read great books, write often, and stay sharp on 
their math facts.  
 

Fifth graders were busy in their last trimester of elementary school. In science, students enjoyed learning 
about food chains and ecosystems, as well as chemical reactions. In math, students multiplied and divided 
fractions and decimals and converted units of measurement. In language arts, students learned about 
the events leading up to and during the American Revolution and demonstrated their understanding of 
events in creative ways. 
 
Sixth graders in language arts finished up their unit on research-based informational writing by creating an e-book about a 
teenager who used their voice to stand up for a topic or problem they felt strongly about. Students worked very hard over the 
past 6 weeks and did an amazing job! They made progress in all skills in their Spanish classes as well. They are able to discuss 
their likes and dislikes and express where they are from using subject pronouns and the verb ser.  They celebrated Cinco de Mayo 
with videos, mariachi music, and the Mexican Hat Dance.  Hopefully they use their Spanish over the summer and will be ready 
for another good academic year. In math, students finished the year solving algebraic equations and exploring positive and 
negative rational numbers. This summer, students should try to stay sharp in math by participating in the Commissioner of 
Education’s Math Challenge as well as working on their My Path lessons in iReady. 
 
Seventh graders engaged with literacy in a new way by 'binging' the mystery 
podcast: The Unexplainable Disappearance of Mars Patel. Podcasts have 
redefined students' understanding and experience of reading, as they now 
have a new interpretation of what it means to read and analyze a text. 
Together, they enjoyed the adventurous plot of this narrative, while working 
to understand the way in which story elements interact through this mode 
and how it impacts their experience as a reader. Reading, presented in this 
diverse multi-media format, has reignited students' love of reading. Most 
podcasts are not only free to listen to, but can be accessed through multiple 
platforms. Explore the world of podcasts by visiting https://gzmshows.com/ 
and https://app.kidslisten.org/.  In mathematics, students worked up until 
the last moment mastering algebraic and geometric concepts, while trying 
their best with their Smarter Balanced Assessment. They ended their seventh 
grade year by studying probability.  Throughout the summer, students can 

work on My Path in iReady to keep their skills sharp. In Spanish, students 
focused on discussing school life and using verbs in the present tense, 
sharing likes and dislikes, and describing classes. They demonstrated 
comprehension skills through a variety of listening activities. World geography classes both finished their study of South-
Western Asia and Monsoon Asia and ended the year looking at China, Japan, Australia, and Oceana. 
 

Eighth graders were hard at work on a research paper about whether or not the 1967 Third Wave social experiment on students 

was justified.  In preparation for this research paper and in addition to further research the students have conducted, they read 

the historical fiction book The Wave, watched a movie based on the real-life teacher's account of the events, and also watched 

a documentary. French students continued with the online French program and deserve credit for their perseverance!  They 

continued to improve in all skills in French and will hopefully be well-prepared for high school. In Spanish class, students focused 

on discussing food vocabulary and ordering in a restaurant, sharing likes and dislikes with food choices and describing food, 

creating a food menu, and performing several verbal conversations.  Algebra students worked with polynomial operations, 

factored polynomials, and finished the year with quadratic functions. Pre-algebra students finished working with volume and 

with systems of linear equations. US History classes finished their look at the Industrial Revolution and how life in the United 

States fundamentally changed during the period 1790-1850. They then moved on to a final unit on slavery, the expansion of the 

US, and the road to the Civil War. 

https://gzmshows.com/
https://app.kidslisten.org/


What’s happening in the LiBrary? 

A lot has been happening in the Library Media Center this year behind the scenes.  
The elementary side of the library has been weeded of all books that were out-
dated, worn, or damaged, and efforts to do the same thing in the middle school 
area have begun.  New signage has been posted for students to more easily find 
popular series. Forward facing book bins have been added to house popular series 
and authors for easier browsing and access, and the bookcases in the story room 
and picture book areas have been given a colorful face lift.  The most exciting news 
is that there will be hundreds of new books in the library! Numerous new titles 
are being added to the early easy reader area which had many outdated books.  

While there is a nice collection of graphic novels for the middle grade readers, more are being added for the older and younger 
readers.  A great deal of new nonfiction books have been purchased for the middle school section of the library and a wide variety 
of books on diversity and social emotional learning for all ages will also be added.  A huge thank you to Superintendent Kristin 
Heckt for her generosity and support of the BCS Library Media Center. In addition, the Nutmeg nominated books for 2022 for 
elementary, middle grades and middle school have been added to the collection through the generosity of the Bolton PTA.   

 
 

Computer Corner 

To end the school year, all computer 

classes worked on coding projects. Fourth 

graders worked on CodeMonkey 

challenges. Fifth and sixth graders worked 

on solving coding puzzles using block 

based commands while seventh and eighth graders created unique 

projects using Scratch block coding. Eighth graders also had 

experience writing code in JavaScript using CodeHS. These activities 

helped nurture problem-solving skills, logic, perseverance, and creativity. This experience will help 

prepare the students for their future jobs. By starting early, students will have a foundation for success 

in any career path they may choose.  

 

 
 

 

 

 
 



 
K-8 general music update 

K-2 music classes (Ms. Maule, Mrs. Dance, and Mrs. Pagani) were busy as they developed their tuneful, beatful, and artful skills.  
This includes singing with beautiful voices, keeping a steady beat, and moving to music in a reflective way.  Second graders have 
also been working on their music literacy skills: chanting, reading, and writing rhythms using quarter and eighth notes. 
 
3rd grade music students in Mrs. Mikloiche's class learned about body percussion, writing lyrics to music, and musical cultures 
from around the world.  Students "traveled" to North America (including Canada, the US, and the Caribbean), South America to 
learn about samba music, Africa to learn about the diverse instruments and dances, Europe to learn about classical music, Asia 
to learn about Children's Day and some unique Japanese instruments, Australia to learn about aboriginal dance and music, and 
even Antarctica to create music of their own inspired by ice formations. 
 
4th grade music classes learned about the wonderful world of musicals!  They spent time learning about influential musical 
composers and seeing clips of their shows, including Peter Pan, Cats, and The Lion King.  They were also able to watch a version 
of Rodger's and Hammerstein's Cinderella and answer questions about the music and their experience and opinions. 
 
5th grade music students learned about music careers and songwriting.  They learned about a wide variety of jobs that involve 
music other than being a music teacher or a pop star!  These jobs involved communication, radio, technology, and interpersonal 
skills.  After learning about the careers, students reflected on which careers they thought they would succeed in and why.  They 
finished off the year learning about parody in music and songwriting.  Students worked through the creative process of using an 
existing song to make a new version and then branched off to create new songs of their own! 
 
7th grade music survey classes have most recently learned the ukulele.  Students have learned the basic beginning chords and 
were able to do play along videos to some popular music they know.  They also worked on developing strumming skills, note 
reading skills, and melodic reading skills.  Students will be able to utilize these skills next year on the guitar! 
 
8th grade music survey classes have most recently learned the guitar.  Students have learned the basic beginning chords and also 
worked on single note reading to be able to play simple melodies. They also worked on developing strumming skills, note reading 
skills, and melodic reading skills.  Students will be able to utilize these skills in the high school guitar courses if they choose! 
 

 

  



 

 



BOLTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS DISTRICT GOALS  
 

1. All students will apply critical thinking 
to the construction and critique of 
arguments. 
 

2. All students will read, write, produce 
and speak grounded in evidence for a 
variety of purposes and audiences 
and utilize collaboration and digital 
literacy skills to enhance 
communication. 
 

3. All students will use a variety of 
research tools to access, evaluate, 
synthesize and apply information 
effectively. 

 
4. All students will see problems as 

opportunities, approaching twenty-
first century challenges with ethical 
leadership, boldness, creativity, and 
responsible citizenship. 
 
 
 

BOLTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS Mission and Vision statements 
 
 
 
Mission Statement 
 
The Bolton Public Schools 
provide a safe, engaging and 
challenging environment in 
which all students develop 
essential skills and values. 
 
 
 
Vision Statement 
 
Educate students to become 
capable, ethical, healthy, 
responsible and thoughtful 
citizens. 
 
 
 

 
 

 


